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MAKING A “REALLY GREAT MORIMACHI!”

The town of Morimachi with a total surface area of 134 km?, borders the 5 cities of Hamamatsu, Iwata, Fukuroi, Kakegawa, and
Shimada located on its periphery. A lush forest spreads across the town’s northern area, and the Class B Ota River that is the
source of its greenery flows north to south through the town, forming urban and rural areas from the center through southern
sections. This lush natural environment has bestowed its rich blessings on the local people for uncountable past generations
where old traditions are still observed and the town has grown.

Morimachi has been facing ever more turbulent problems in recent years including an ever larger aging population and low
birthrate, local decentralization, and poor local government financing. Morimachi must itself take the lead and work to become
a strong town in its own right. An Eighth Overall Strategic Plan has been drawn up for the town and now both the townpeople
and the government will act to remake Morimachi based on the 5 key points: History and Culture, Ota River, New Tomei
Expressway, Developing the Inner Town, and Human Resources.

In October, 2008, the test flooding of the Ota River Dam was started, and the renovating of the environment around the dam lake
is expected to open up a new tourist resource. The opening of Mori-Kakegawa Interchange and Morimachi Parking Area
(temporary name) on the New Tomei Expressway in 2012 will also prove a large boost for greater industrial growth in the area.
Along with improving the local infrastructure to serve as a new gateway to the town, other steps to renew the town and show it to
maximum appeal with everyone’s help will include aggressive measures to promote renewed tourism, revitalize local industry,
and invite new companies to the area.
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