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MAKING A “REALLY GREAT MORIMACHI!”

The town of Morimachi with a total surface area of 134 km?, borders the 5 cities of Hamamatsu, Iwata, Fukuroi, Kakegawa, and
Shimada located on its periphery. A lush forest spreads across the town’s northern area, and the Class B Ota River that is the
source of its greenery flows north to south through the town, forming urban and rural areas from the center through southern
sections. This lush natural environment has bestowed its rich blessings on the local people for uncountable past generations
where old traditions are still observed and the town has grown.

Morimachi has been facing ever more turbulent problems in recent years including an ever larger aging population and low
birthrate, local decentralization, and poor local government financing. Morimachi must itself take the lead and work to become
a strong town in its own right. An Eighth Overall Strategic Plan has been drawn up for the town and now both the townpeople
and the government will act to remake Morimachi based on the 5 key points: History and Culture, Ota River, New Tomei
Expressway, Developing the Inner Town, and Human Resources.

In October, 2008, the test flooding of the Ota River Dam was started, and the renovating of the environment around the dam lake
is expected to open up a new tourist resource. The opening of Mori-Kakegawa Interchange and Morimachi Parking Area
(temporary name) on the New Tomei Expressway in 2012 will also prove a large boost for greater industrial growth in the area.
Along with improving the local infrastructure to serve as a new gateway to the town, other steps to renew the town and show it to
maximum appeal with everyone’s help will include aggressive measures to promote renewed tourism, revitalize local industry,
and invite new companies to the area.

E Y falo)

HOFEBHETEEE2009 | 2



3

FEawmh (REX)

FRA]-1T AN T VS,

BHOTEETEEE2009

OHIDFvSU5—

.iCEEUII

= I#«v?“izo

N
\‘w
mxA BT FAE HZEIDihEs

iz EYN= 20,2274 1

ERHESE oy 6,056t %

#ETPA I T Ill O 133,84k
Ed ) (F*avF)e I I /[ oE% 3,970,000F F3*
(R&EX . / / 120,269,000 F
HEAER) [ 21,327,000F 9

itFﬁI¥@i‘lﬁ. O R4FHE] At iEE - 2R AR AR AT

fa@%mg N

*3 FRI7TETERAHFTE

Ei:‘iﬁﬁ ¥4 FR16EREEMEREE
=
] E)li ¢
o P \
r‘ \ \
A ‘ | (’
O I T 7{EEEER \ \
r__.f“
£ f
t r P
yer / /
- / f[r
e ( e

IR’
[ ]

HEDOFR /B

BHOFEHREE2009

4



5D A K

CHVEERL)

W12 S DEE IO AL A RL W DXE 53R EE In Morimachi, we have established our Eighth Overall

. Strategic Plan (10-year plan from 2006 to 2015) that will

HIE 3 720 D AN i8 8t L 5 25 8 R ARM R A G H CER 18- A5 show basic approaches for future town renewal and serve
SRR 2TAEFE X TDL104ERD) A5 L T REFRED—thE k-7~ 252 guide for further town expansion. Both the townspeople

. and the local government will act together to make this
DELIDICHDMATOET,

plan a reality.
FHEOFFERE

{ 5 LA B A R - AL
o A BOLLAR B0 RO AL
X év SRR EN D FO LT BEF N
B R DALEAE TEDNS S TER
R AT EESOIIOMAE T
AR ‘3; ZUTC AEATEEG R THEL
L g [AABTNT (M > T khl) |
%V}Cf A LA BN EHELE T,
L %EI;; F72 RABDARAIED DI %
vo“ b WEHTEZET. AN R
S 4 ETROL ORI ¥ B0, A
E::; 9 DEEDET, ZLT.ThETHD
EJ NCEEFI L XA TEBL
% XPELOABIEX D OFLNTEAAREL LTS
s HV.LAHIBL TFvL DL TnEE T,

[ZASAMI! | ~ o2l

FEBT DR G A\ VA2 U 7245 B A T 18 2 B HE A2
DN, BFERH] REATR D EZEEPL 728 D
F1RE ER-E

£ NDBEEF) . RFESHD
FRE KHEJI

BEERMNDOKAIIEEES
FIRE FHH

ELDKEARE VDT
PARE FHhkh

(ZE¥DHV ANHV AALTEE
EEEE AW

KEDFHZ7E5AABLTE (D

[ZADFRN]! | DAED Jj

FH5 DD T TR E LS A

1. BBICEBE5 I DHEE
~HAEDHAEDIZDICENKEE~

2. R LITHMBEE OHE
~HBETRTALT 555~

3. TRMEILBRBER DHEE
~ECAORS AR BEE~

HOFBHHEE2009

fERDEAT5]

F5 D EHEDBIA T RDSDDEEARS N> TN T NDFREFEHL THEET,

A58 BRI BODT BLEVFS

FEXEORE IHERAESOFRRE A WE B DOHEE
RERULDHE IR AL AR DR
ZIAEGEDORRE D DHEE S E R OHEE

S, RE. MH<HHTHOFS

FRUBEDHE XAbESHDHRE
MR IC 1D N D) DHEE ZR—y DIRE

(FHTEV\ (FHGITTWLWED

_ SHEIRY % L o FI| FH D HEE [EERE SR DEA
= W, TSR EMVRTL T RO TR
M g £ j ETFKEDESE RBLEE PR RDFEE
R e . -
|«
s AICHBIEEREZETLED
BEMEDIRE IR EREWD U DIRE
T EDIRE ZREENTEDRIH

FEhEDBRIC TEhEDEREZTELES

EZLLWRBIDREETK FEEYDEIENIBE) YA 7L DHEE
AEMOHRE RIEREESOHEE
AN D

BHOFTEHTREE2009

6



CURE RTTY S R A I / \
""'_‘_J' Fraay = = h
e

i -
wall W e i W

e
e —

=

INT AN BE  TROEACBERELL L ATRIRRL MEERORONEGRER: PP L/ AIYARI
T2 BROERIEDTOET , £ 0 OD S ERERHT 52T Ml
PEEShIEBSNBRIEREL CLVET,

man.  PIE - DDVC
EHLDFER (tb\i-s

TREHEDF B EHROERICEKD. SIEDERE- .
BAICN T DFEF SEREFITETIT BRI HIENTFRE HESR I3

N AF-BEEEREL T FB CHEPNE T, S FEHERDLTCEHSTRITE
EPENWVEDBISHRFEDEDHEBHYTONTLET, DTEDEEHEDLD

FL EEERBPREEDELFEICRD BARIDERE. OFBECHEDORE
MMERELEDRRNFERDAELEIGZ S THBO. @=L DAE
HEORRODP EEBEREEDOFIEEBNERE HOEHEPHICESEEITEZ
FOCTECVET, 2<%

TDERDER RN —EZXDFAESHE T, gD DZIHEHAEDREDDDIEE
HBICLDBEHECLOTEPFE T IMEDRRID QU ES G
NOBROBHHROSN, TR—A—ADBEVCEITE %ig;‘g;;’(cg'b‘btiﬁ
DTETIHAIFIEON THLEWV ] FHEIKDZHEDF T, DAL SO
Now that our low birthrate and aging society has definitely arrived, QEHmEBUDHEE
demands for welfare and medical care for the elderly are expected to GEHEEALDHEE

increase rapidly. To meet these needs, we have established measures
to deal with low-birthrates and an aging population that include child-
care assistance, preventive nursing, and self-organized support for the
elderly and disabled.

Sickness such as cancer, cerebral vascular, and cardiac disorders are
now causing a larger number of deaths due to changes in living and

=B\ A OFESM

ARUTORBE R AL o 7 —

dietary habits. Adopting a healthy daily lifestyle and taking measures
to prevent illness due to living habits is vitally important.

To deal with these circumstances, we need to take measures to ensure
the health of the townspeople and provide help for the elderly and
raising children through local cooperation. If each and every one of
the townspeople will help each other, we can make real progress in
building “a caring town for everyone.”
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Societal changes with low birthrate and aging society and trend toward nuclear families are drastically affecting childhood
development. Problems such as school violence and school absenteeism are occurring, and cases where children are involved in
lawless incidents either as the victim or the perpetrator are on the rise. A drop in basic academic skills is also cause for concern
and calls into question educational methods like never before.

A more mature society brought about by increased leisure time and other factors has served to stimulate lifelong learning
activities. Moreover, along with a growing interest in sports and cultural activities, enhancing the appeal of the region and
fostering a love for one’s local area by carrying on past traditions, history, and culture while also creating a new culture is
becoming ever more important.

We are taking steps in this situation to “create a new environment” to foster children with a strong spirit by taking action at the
school, family, and regional level to help develop “fuller and happier human beings” by way of a variety of learning
opportunities.
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The developing traffic infrastructure as seen by the opening of Shizuoka Airport along with progress in constructing the New
Tomei Expressway in our prefecture means even further convenience and profits for the region. Startling advances have also
been made in the information society such as via the Internet and these are starting to bring about huge changes in our daily
lives.

On the other hand, some type of disaster prevention system and related facilities are needed to deal with public anxiety over
natural disasters such as the Tokai Earthquake. Another area pointed out as needing improvement is the deterioration in public
safety due to crimes targeting the elderly and children as well as crimes committed by minors.

These circumstances demand that we create an environment where people can live in safety and with more convenience and
leisure than was possible up till now. By building up a traffic infrastructure and consistent planning for better use of land,
improved disaster and crime prevention networks, we can build a town where anyone would want to live and keep living in
future years.
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The increasingly globalized economy has led to changes in the
industrial structure and a diversified employment situation, as well as
advances in transport and information communication technology and
continually undergoing drastic changes. Amidst this environment,
new possibilities are opening up for local industries and businesses in
the form of locations for establishing companies, export of farm
products, and a larger flow of visitors for sightseeing, etc. However
on the negative side, many problems can be seen such as an exodus of
companies moving to production centers, a grim employment picture,
aging shopping districts, and a lack of new workers to take over
forestry and farming jobs from older workers.

In view of these circumstances, regional development is considered as
the key to revitalizing industry to help it respond to changing times.
By moving ever forward with measures that make full use of regional & Y
features, we can create an energetic town of work and industry. tEE T FPOF AT ThICPLSLD
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A variety of environmental problems such as global warming are growing drastically worse and the worldwide scale of these mE@ﬁ BROFTOE {*%T%ZDETE?.EL\Q%ELT:FEZ15-'!‘:!510}%(\_7]' T 40’\\77_) VOIL RO 547> Xhed

problems requires that swift action to be taken. Various steps are implemented on an international level, and people’s concern AEBRIVT7ICI BEREPEEZAVEMIN . IER2DIUBFEOBHRE R /N —RI+yF

over environmental issues is reaching higher levels. THELHET,

Near at hand, we can see obvious problems such as the deterioration in the natural environment due to ever-increasing
citification, farming areas and forests that are becoming waste lands, and rivers that are being polluted due to a lack of
inspectors and caretakers. Efforts are being made to take a new look at our way of life and economic activities that are
traditionally based on mass production and mass consumption.

It is vitally important that we teach people to cherish nature and deepen their understanding of the natural world in order to feel
inspired or feel the peace of being at one with nature. To do this, one step we are taking to renew the town uses the theme “pour
a lot of love on a lot of nature” and works to get everyone in town involved in measures to deal with environmental problems.
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Morimachi is surrounded by hills on three sides and the clean river
“Otagawa” flows through it from north to south in a town rich with
beautiful scenery. In the past, Morimachi thrived as a lodging
town along Akiha Kaido and the “Salt road” and a town of old-
clothes dealers, even now you can still see shops and storerooms
from the old days along the town streets and back roads.

The town has a long and distinguished history with many shrines
and temples including the Oguni Shrine and Daito Temple.
Morimachi also offers abundant cultural and historical assets
including the big three (Oguni Shrine 12 stages of bugaku,
Amenomiya Shrine 12 stages of bugaku, Yamana Shrine Tenno
Festival bugaku) of court dance with music (Japanese classical)
which are designated as an important national cultural asset. This
is truly a town that carries on the traditions of past days.

At each of the shrines and temples you can see Japanese
bushclover, sweet flag, hydrangea, and Chinese bellflower bloom
with the changing of the seasons. Historic spots noted for their red
autumnal leaves and cherry blossoms are a delight to the eyes of
those visiting Morimachi.

IRt R ESREER P
T& B (553 D5

< - OS]

£

[REEE

oot H S T I FWB S A RACER A
— , ARGTIIS S MBS B WS
JEE ISR, o ook ot S St I XN E 3

VMR <IMObF ZHoos—

SEHCCIUS T [RHOZH] =
IR TSI Sk -y kS, TP

=
=

Moo [ROBEE | [kt ok

oot AN TR [dh ST
SSSFHHIOIBINIIHTEET
B [BE ek i | T ool

SESE S e B ARSI NO#

2RV FES WA S~ -Hw T HH
[FEHEPH]

o
‘o

I

[ DYZ=$r & DAE]

seasonal flowers of Mori machi
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Along with the numerous shrines and temples at the many historic
points in this town called the “small Kyoto of the Enshu region
Morimachi is also famous for its “hometown festival” handed
down from the ancient past. During this festival there is also a
three day “Mori no Matsuri” (or Mori Festival) held from the first
Friday through Sunday in November. Here the atmosphere of the
Edo period is conveyed in time with festival music, and the
traditional shrine ritual where stalwart men pull 14 carts on which
beautiful images are carved and “Maiko Gaeshi” carts (for child
music players) in an event that transforms Morimachi into a true
festival town.

The town’s local handicraft industry includes “Moriyama pottery”
known as the largest kiln operation in the prefecture and the “Mori
Warrior Kites” passed down from the Edo Period show a deep flow
of people and culture. These have been handed down over long
years and prove the appeal of traditional culture.

Morimachi also offers dozens of special local products and is
known in particular as the place where “Jirogaki” persimmons are
grown. Among these many items, the “Enshuu-Mori tea” is well
known from the distant past and highly acclaimed at product
quality shows. Other farm products such as lettuce, sweet corn,
and a rice called Koshihikari are also being cultivated in recent
years.
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Special Products of Mori machi
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